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2018 JA Idea Accelerator Workshop Mentors

Leslie Kalmbach, Bradley Firm
Laura Ashley Overdyke, Caddo Lake Institute

Vonte Brisker, Capital One
Rachel Moffett, Captain Shreve HS, former JA SPARK

Lyle Jeansonne, Citizens National Bank  
Jordan Cole, Cohab, former JA  SPARK

Charles Holoubek, Davis & Bujold
Desiree Alexander, Educator Alexander Consulting

Christopher Steinsholt, Edward Jones 
Caryn Chalmers, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program

Julie Gilley, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program
Nick Oliver, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program

Dave Smith, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program
Chase Boytim, Fatty Arbuckles

Robert Smith, Garland Company
Katie Johnston, Jani-King

Tim Jett, Jett Business Systems
Austin Wiseman, Keller Williams Realty

Glenn Kinsey, Kinsey Interests
Darrian Carr, KPMG

Joey Hinderberger, KPMG
Torie Prothro, KPMG

Emerie Gentry, Lagniappe Prime
Bridget Verret, LSU Health Shreveport

David Watters, Morris & Dickson
Angie White, North LA Economic Partnership

Erin Smith, Shreveport Chamber of Commerce
Don Howard, SUSLA

Lee Mallahan, Tadpole LLC
Kathryn Irvin, U.S. Army, former JA Spark

Shalisa Rolland, United Way
Dany Martin, Williams Financial

JA SPARK Challenge Judges
Charles Holoubek, Davis & Bujold

Ross Barrett, Lagniappe Labs
Hilary Wooley, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program

JA SPARK Table Sponsors
Capital One

EAP, Building Our Region’s Future
Alta and John Franks Foundation

Manpower
Merritt Chastain

State Farm
Storer Services

JA It’s My Business Program Volunteers

Bossier Parish School for Technology & Innovative Learning
Caryn Chalmers, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program

Booker T. Washington
Vonte Brisker, Capital One
Keristen Holmes, KTBS News

C.E. Byrd
Chase Boytim, Fatty Arbuckle’s
Julie Gilley, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program
Charles Holoubek, Davis & Bujold
Alyson Moll, LSU Health Science Center

Captain Shreve
Tulin Melancon, LSUS
Alan Tipton, Level 4 Wealth Management
Stephen Vekovius, PC-NET Consulting, LLC

Caddo Career & Technical Center
Megan Ellis, Prepped Up Meals

Huntington
Darrin Dixon, SUSLA

North Caddo
Denise Gildon, Citizens Bank & Trust
Glenda Graham, First Guaranty Bank
Brent Loftin, Dart B. Trucking, LLC
Dave Smith, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program

Northwood
Emerie Gentry, Lagniappe Prime
Terri Hines, Sadie’s Arms
Mekkos Jones, Catalyst Capital
Paula Powell, SALT
Jack Sharp, Shreveport Business Development Center
Erin Smith, Greater Shreveport Chamber of Commerce

Southwood
Mario Chavez, Mersatech
Megan Ellis, Prepped Up Meals
Elizabeth Jones, Willis Knighton
Mekkos Jones, Catalyst Capital



2018 JA SPARK Challenge
A Qualifying Event for The Brees Dream Foundation 

Trust Your Crazy Ideas Challenge

Caddo Career Technology Center
Davis Gallagher, Blue Aids

Sydney Thomason, Blue Aids
Kenneth Berg, Principal
Alan Germany, Teacher

Captain Shreve
Co’Niya Butler, Extreme Shelter

Ginger Gustavson, Principal
Penny Pate, Teacher

Northwood
Westin Allen, Callen Co.
Dylan Cornell, Callen Co.

Kynzie Watts, All Life Wi-Fi
Preston Emerson, All Life Wi-Fi
Jumarche Terrell, Miracle Scan

Darlene Simons, Principal
Kim Pendleton, JA Liaison

Cayla Mitchell, Teacher

The Pitch Challenge
Reception Awards Lunch

Welcome
Sponsors • Distinguished Guests • JA Laureates

JA Board of Directors • JA SPARK Challenge Judges

Recognition of JA SPARK Participants
Administrators, Principals, & Liaisons • JA It’s My Business Teachers & Volunteers

JA SPARK Idea Accelerator Workshop Mentors

Awards
Julie Gilley, Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program, BRF

JA SPARK Student Entrepreneurs
Capital One - Vonte Brisker, Relationship Banker

Winning Team Pitches

Closing
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